
     ISSN 0972- 1800 

 

 

 

Date of Publication: 28th March, 2020 

VOLUME 22, NO. 1                            QUARTERLY                  JANUARY-MARCH, 2020 

 



 

BIONOTES 
A Quarterly Newsletter for Research Notes and News 

On Any Aspect Related with Life Forms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Photo by Parixit Kafley of Samia canningi ejecting fluid from tip of abdomen. 

BIONOTES articles are abstracted/indexed/available in the Indian Science Abstracts, 

INSDOC; Zoological Record; Thomson Reuters (U.S.A); CAB International (U.K.); The 

Natural History Museum Library & Archives, London: Library Naturkundemuseum, 

Erfurt (Germany) etc. and online databases. 

From Volume 21 
Published by the Entomological Society of India (ESI), New Delhi (Nodal Officer: V.V. 

Ramamurthy, ESI, New Delhi) 

And 

Butterfly Research Centre, Bhimtal  

Executive Editor: Peter Smetacek  

   Assistant Editor: Shristee Panthee 

Butterfly Research Trust, Bhimtal 

 

Published by Dr. R.K. Varshney, A Biologists Confrerie, Raj Bhawan, Manik Chowk, 

Aligarh (up to volume 20 (2018)) R.N.I. Registration No. 71669/99. 

 

Founder Editor 

Dr. R. K. Varshney, Aligarh, India 

 

Board of Editors 

Peter Smetacek, Bhimtal, India 

V.V. Ramamurthy, New Delhi, India 

Jean Haxaire, Laplune, France 

Vernon Antoine Brou, Jr., Abita Springs, 

U.S.A. 

Zdenek F. Fric, Ceske Budejovice, Czech 

Republic 

Stefan Naumann, Berlin, Germany 

R.K. Kendrick, Hong Kong SAR 

Publication Policy 

Information, statements or findings 

published are the views of its author/ source 

only. 

 

Manuscripts 

Please E-mail to petersmetacek@gmail.com. 

 

Guidelines for Authors 

BIONOTES publishes short notes on any 

aspect of biology. Usually submissions are 

reviewed by one or two reviewers. 

Kindly submit a manuscript after studying the 

format used in this journal 

(http://www.entosocindia.org/). Editor 

reserves the right to reject articles that do not 

adhere to our format. Please provide a contact 

telephone number. Authors will be provided 

with a pdf file of their publication. 

 
Address for Correspondence 

Butterfly Research Centre, Bhimtal, 

Uttarakhand 263 136, India. Phone: +91 

8938896403. 

 Email: butterflyresearchcentre@gmail.com 

 

mailto:petersmetacek@gmail.com
http://www.entosocindia.org/
mailto:butterflyresearchcentre@gmail.com


Vol.22 (1), March, 2020    BIONOTES 

1 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

SEVERE INFESTATION OF PODAGRICA FUSCICORNIS (CHEVROLAT, 1837) (CHRYSOMELIDAE) 

ON A NEW HOST PLANT ACALYPHA INDICA (L.) (EUPHORBIACEAE) FROM ODISHA, INDIA  

by Ashirwad Tripathy 2 

SAMIA CANNINGI (INSECTA: LEPIDOPTERA: SATURNIIDAE) HAS A FUNCTIONAL PROBOSCIS 

AND ALIMENTARY CANAL 
by Parixit Kafley & Peter Smetacek 4 

A NEW REPORT OF PARTIAL ALBINISM IN A HIMALAYAN BULBUL PYCNONOTUS 

LEUCOGENYS FROM UTTARAKHAND, INDIA 

by Paramjit Singh, Rajshekhar Singh, Devanshi Singh & Shankar Kumar 6 

NEW RECORD OF ILLEIS INDICA TIMBERLAKE, 1943 (COLEOPTERA: COCCINELLIDAE) FROM 
ODISHA, INDIA 

 by Ashirwad Tripathy 9 

A COMPENDIUM ON MUSHROOM MITES IN INDIA 

by Reshma Parveen & Salil Kumar Gupta 11 

FOUR NEW BUTTERFLY SPECIES FOR NEPAL: ABISARA CHELA, TAGIADES JAPETUS, LETHE 

DURA & LETHE DISTANS  

by Piet Van Der Poel, Colin Smith, Mahendra Singh Limbu & Surendra Pariyar 21 

EDESSENA GENTIUSALIS (INSECTA: LEPIDOPTERA: EREBIDAE: HERMININAE): A NEW 

RECORD FOR INDIA 

by Shristee Panthee, Ambica Agnihotri & Peter Smetacek 24 

FIRST RECORD OF JOKER BUTTERFLY BYBLIA ILITHYIA (INSECTA: LEPIDOPTERA: 
NYMPHALIDAE) FROM PAKISTAN 

by Muhammad Akram Awan, Wali Nohrio & Dileep Permar 26 

CONFIRMATION OF THE EXTRA LASCAR PANTOPORIA SANDAKA IN ODISHA, INDIA 
by Sandeep Mishra & Daya Shanker Sharma 28 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON VISITOR SPECTRUM OF RHODODENDRON ARBOREUM  

IN THE KUMAON HIMALAYA, INDIA 

by Ambica Agnihotri, Alfred Daniel & Piet Van Der Poel 29 



Vol. 22 (1), March, 2020 BIONOTES 

 2 

SEVERE INFESTATION OF PODAGRICA FUSCICORNIS 

(CHEVROLAT, 1837) (CHRYSOMELIDAE) ON A NEW HOST 

PLANT ACALYPHA INDICA (L.) (EUPHORBIACEAE) FROM 

ODISHA, INDIA 

ASHIRWAD TRIPATHY 
Department of Silviculture and Agroforestry, Faculty of Forestry, Birsa Agricultural 

University, Kanke, Ranchi, Jharkhand, 834006 

ashirwadaspire351@gmail.com 

 

Reviewer: Peter Smetacek 

 

Podagarica fuscicornis (Chevrolat, 1837) 

(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae: Galerucinae) is a 

species of small jumping beetle. Chrysomelids 

are leaf beetles but, unlike other leaf beetles, 

they have a characteristically enlarged femora. 

The enlarged femora allows these insects to 

jump when they are disturbed, due to which 

they are also known as flea beetles. The adult 

flea beetles feed on plant leaves, stems and 

petals. During normal feeding, small holes are 

made on the leaf surface but during heavy 

infestation they damage a larger area by the 

combined effect of all the individuals. They 

are considered as a pest on many agricultural 

crops including mustard and rapeseed. 

Numerous garden plants are also attacked by 

these beetles, which feed on the flowers of 

Gardenia and Rothmannia species. 

Podagarica fuscicornis mainly infests plants 

belonging to Malvaceae family (Dobson, 

2001).  Common marshmallow (Althaea 

officinalis L.), Alcea rosea, Lavatera, Malva, 

Cotton (Gossypium sp.) and Kenaf (Hibiscus 

cannabinus) are commonly infested by these 

beetles (Farahbakhsh, 1961; Modarres Awal, 

1997; Bohinc et al., 2011; Troukens, 2018). 

Adults feeds on flowers and leaves while 

larvae feed on the roots. Also, it has been 

recorded damaging plants belonging to 

Lamiaceae and Urticaceae (Petitpierre, 1985). 

The global distribution of P. fuscicornis is 

from the Canary Is., Portugal and the U.K. 

eastwards through the European 

Mediterranean region (as far north as Poland, 

Denmark and Ukraine) to Asia (Azerbaijan, 

Turkey, Western Arabian Peninsula, India 

(Kerala)) and southwards to Africa (Algeria, 

Tunisia, Morocco) (Bohinc et al., 2011; 

Sebastian & Akhilesh 2016; Aslan & Ghahari, 

2017). Here, a new host plant was recognised 

as Acalypha indica (L.) (Euphorbiaceae). 

Despite of its medicinal properties the plant is 

also considered as an obnoxious weed 

throughout India. This infestation was 

observed in the morning 9:14 am on 11 

October, 2019 in Jemadeipur Village 

(20.17967ᵒN, 85.09559ᵒE), Nayagarh Dist., 

Odisha, India. The feeding behaviour was 

observed in the field. The specimens were 

collected in vials containing 70% ethanol and 

sent to entomologists at the Department of 

Entomology, College of Agriculture, OUAT, 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha for proper identification 

of the specimen. The present record appears to 

extend the known distribution of this species 

eastwards from Kerala to Odisha. 
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Fig. 1-4: showing severe infestation of Podagarica fuscicornis (Chevrolat, 1837) on Acalypha indica (L.) 

(Euphorbiaceae). 


